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EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES 
Taken at the several Annual Conferences of the Methodist Episco« 
pal Church in the United States of America, for the year 1808. 


Quest. Who have died this year ? 

Answ. 1. George Dougharty, a native of South-Carolina; a 
man of affliction, but uncommon fortitude. He suffered the loss of 
one of his eyes by the small-pox ; his body tall, but very slender; his 
organical powers weak, and his voice but effeminate ; yet under 
all these disadvantages, he was deservedly esteemed, as a great 
preacher. His mind and memory were exceedingly capacious. 
He had funds of knowledges _It seemed to us, as if he retained 
the substance of all he heard or read, that was momentous, and 
would recite or repeat it with great correctness. He was totally 
dead to the world, indefatigable in labor, and study. A fatherto 
the poor and distressed: He wasonce in danger of losing his life 
in a persecution; but was reseued at the point of the sword; in a 
case, in which he was perfectly innocent. 


We may safely say, that as a Citizen, a Christian, a Minister, 
presiding Elder and member of the South Carolina conference, 
his character stood exceeding high, by those who knew the most 
of him. So plain, so sentimental and pointed on all occasions. 
He has been taken away, not only from the evil, but the good to 
come. If we wanted a guide, a pillar, or a man to stand in the 
gap; we might have George Dougharty. But we dare not call 
unerring Wisdom to an account. The Lord alone can supply the 
vacancy. While the present generation live, Dougharty will not 
be forgotten. If men who have served their country, are honor- 
ed with books and marble ; we will honor those whom GOD hath 


so greatly honored in life and death. Our immortal Dougharty 
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was declining for two years; but his fortitude caused him to travel: 


to the last of life. H- survived and re-survived. His last act was 
to attend the annual conference in Sparta, G-orgia, January 1807. 
Here he brought forward a resolution, “that if any preacher 
should desert his station through fear, in time of sickness or dan- 
ger, the conference should never employ that man again.” He 
spake to the case with amazing argument and energy ; and carri- 


ed his cause, like a dying general in victory. 


George Dougharty began to travel in Santee 1798. Oconee 1799. 
Chasleston 1900, and 1801. Seleuda district 1802, 1803, and 1804. 
Camien district 1805, and 1806. Superannuated and died in 
1807. He departed from this life in Wilmington, North Carolina, 
March 23, 1807. He was buried in the African Church. by the 
side of Wm. Meredith, the founder of that church, and the per- 
son who formed that society. Jom a witness of his death our 
worthy brother, Mr. George Dougharty, left Charleston with Cap- 
tain Bingley, who was to sail from this place to the West Indies ; 
on their arrival they found that the ship would not be ready to go 
to sea for several days. Brother Dougharty stayed with us. His 
f-iendly Captain visited him, and kindly offered to give him his 
passage, and to do every thing in his power to render the intend- 
ed voyage profitable and agreeable ; but it was evident that his 
complaint had too far progressed toe attempt to move him to the 
vessel ; we therefore advised, and it was also his opinion, that it 
would be best for him to wait longer. He stayed with us about 
five weeks. His sufferings were great, too great to be described. 
He conversed but little, and scarcely said any thing of himself; 
and yet there was an engaging, expressiveness in his looks, actions 
and sufferings, even until death, such as I have scarcely, if ever, 


secn. 


When he spake of Deity, of Providence, or of religion ; rever- 
ence, gratitude, solemnity, joy &c. were evidently all alive in his 
soul. He spake what he Anew, and his knowledge of GOD his 
Redeemer and Saviour inspired his heart with a confidence, which 
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was neither shaken by the pressure of his afflict. ons, or the ravages 
of death. 


Of his submission and resignation, too much could not easily be 
said: He appeared to be jealous of his own will, and to embrace 
the will of the Lord ; not only without murmuring, but with plea- 
sure, with joy. 

Great also was his patience. I saw nothing like impatience in 
all his sufferings. The perfect work of patience was so manifest 
in him that he appeared to be at ease, while his sufferings from 
various causes (as we well knew) were dreadfully severe. I do 
not recollect to have observed the least appearance of uneasiness 
on his mind, except a fear of being croublesome, when he, in the 
most grateful and fecling manner would say, “ I fear I shall be too 
troublesome to you.” 

Of his fortitude, I would speak at large ; but although I saw it, 
I canuot describe it. He spake of death and eternity with an en- 
gaging, feeling, sweet composure, and manifested an undescribable 
assemblage of confidence, love and hope, while he said, “ The 
goodness and love of GOD to me are great and marvellous, as [ 
go down the dreadful declivity of death.” His understanding was 
unimpaired in death, and so perfect was his tranquility, that his 
true greatness was probably never seen or known, until that trying 
period. He died without a struggle, or scarcely a sigh. 

JOSHUA WELLS. 
Wilmington, North Ca- 
rolina, December 1807. 


— SS 


2. Bennet Kenpricx. What pen can write his worth? A na- 
tive of Virginia, born in Mecklenburg County on the south side 
of Roan Oak. He departed this life on the 5th of April 1807, at 
Edward Croslands, near Marlborough Court house; between the 
Chawraw hills and Long Bluff, on Great Pee Dee River, South 
Carolina, with three weeks illness of a nervous remittent fever. He 
was devoted to GOD in his sickness, and confident and comfort- 
able in his death. But young in years, yet he pessessed great 
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gravity, and filled the important stations of Wilmington, Charles- 
ton and Columbia, in which he had to keep the charge of the soe 
cieties, dwelling houses, and the church buildings: Economy, 
was the smallest part of his excellency ; his upright walking, his 
faithfully dispensing the word of life, when left alone, he mani- 
fested such purity and prudence of conduct; such plainness of 
dress and manners, such temperance and diligence im duty: so 
placid in temper, so free from the levity. of youth. ‘He had pur- 
chased a good degree in the judgment of those who knew him ; 
worthy to preside over the Camden district and supply the place 
of George Dougharty ; but alas! we are deprived of them both, 
not in one year only, but within 13 days of each other: George 
Dougharty died March 23, and our beloved Kendrick the 5th of 
April 1407. These good men are taken from the evilto come, yea 
and from the great good they have, and might have done, and the 
glorious increase of the Kingdom of Christ, we discover every day, 
and expect and hope for every year. 


One circumstance should not be overlooked ; this man of GOD 
had been under some exercises of mind for some years, to with- 
draw from the travelling, to the local line of Methodist preachers. 
At the conference held in Sparta, Georgia, January 1, 1807, he ree 
quested of his brethren a location ; some members of the confer- 
ence expressed a great unwiliingness to part with him. The speak- 
er signified that any member must be at liberty to withdraw from 
the travelling connection ; reasons were best known to himself. 
He received his location, his certificate delivered ; but through 
inattention, being written by the secretary, the Bishop had not 
signed it, yet afterward he signed it. Our dear brother Kendrick 
felt as if he was cut off from his brethren ; he attempted to go. 
away from the conference, but he could not, he came into confer- 
ence and appeared strange to us, and signified that after his dis- 
mission from conference, he supposed he had no right to speak ; 
he was told, that as long as he was present at the session of the 
conference, he had the right to speak, and vote as a member, in 
_all business before the conference. 
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At length the whole came out. He came into the conference 
room in tears, deeply agitated in mind, and besought the compa- 
ny to receive him again (for he had tried perhaps several times to 
leave us but could not.) Hearts, eyes, ears and hands readily open- 
ed to receive him. Few young men enjoyed better health than 
he had. He had escaped the fevers that prevail in the south. 


But divine wisdom doth all things well. He gave, He hath ta- 
ken away, and it is our only comfort, that he can supply the four- 
fold stroke we have sustained in « Whatcoat, a Dougharty, a 
Kendrick and Jayne. Many have retired having done long and 
faithful service ; but we cannot praise mento their faces, yet when 
life is closed with honor, let there be honor, let there be praise 


where praise is due. 


Bennet Kendrick continued with us, and has justly merited 
the character of a christian, and faithful christian minister. He 
was studious and skilful-in the word of righteousness : his excel- 
lencies as a preacher, let hundreds of citizens, friends and brethren 
in Wilmington, Charleston, and Columbia witness ; and the poor 
Africans repeat his name, and his death with tears. He was a 
willing.servant to slaves for the sake of Christ.—He was admit- 
ted on trial in 1799, and stationed in Greensville 1800, Portsmouth 
circuit 1801 and 1802, Wilmington 1803 and 1804, Charleston 
1805, Columbia 1806, Wilmington 1897, Camden district. Where 
he ended his days in triumph, on the 5th day of April in the same 
year, 

‘ , qcumpemean 

3. HENRY WILLIS, was a man of a very improved mind ; 
and whatever he engaged in, (that was good) either for the soul 
or the body, he would do it with all his might. He was possessed 
of great gifts ; spiritual, natural and acquired: he gave himself 
greatly to reading, especially in the earlier parts of his life and trae 
velling. He was of a slender habit of body, a feeble breast, and 
lungs ; and the great fervor of his mind, and energy of his ade 
dress, were too great for his bodily strength. 
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His constant argument. for his intense application to > temporal 
business, was his bodily incapacity to labor constantly in the word 
and doctrine. By his own hands he ministered to the necessity 
of himself and family : he would not eat the bread of the church 
of GOD; as he could not be wholly employed therein ; though 
he was prevented through weakness of body. His only argument 
for continuing in the travelling connection, was, that his call and 
qualifications, were of a divine nature, and not to be dispensed 
with ; but by unfaithfulness, debility or death. He considered 
the travelling Ministry, as the most excellent way ; and nearest 
the Apostolic plan, of spreading the glorious Gospel of Christ, 
with success. He was a man of upright character. At certain 
periods of his life, he was very useful, happy and holy ; and great- 
ly rejoiced to see the pleasure of the Lord prosper through his in- 
strumentality. He possessed the relative virtues, in a very high 
degree. With him, system, spirit and practice ali united. A most 
pleasant, obedient and dutiful son. A most endearing, discreet 
and affectionate father. A loving, faithful, prudent and tender 
husband. As a friend, he was firm and constant, open free and 
familiar, much given to hospitality. His house was always open 
to strangers, the people of GOD, and especially the ministers of 
the gospel. 


He was a native of Virginia ; born in Brunswick county, and 
died at Pipe Creek, Frederick county, Maryland. Possibly, not 
many such cases, as Henry Willis’s have been known ; he linger- 
ed along the shores of death, apparently dying, and then reviving 
and re-reviving for several years; But finally the sickly, feeble 
taper, sunk quietly in the socket, and disappeared: that which was 
mortal died ; but the triumphant and immortal spirit lives and ~ 
shall forever live’a noble life. “ All immortal, all divine.” In his 
last lingering illness, he was not without severe temptation, yet 
he was greatly blessed with the divine consolations of the Holy 
Spirit. ! 

He died with an unshaken confidence in his GOD, and trium- 
phant faith in Christ Jesus as his Saviour. — 
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Perhaps, the real worth of a Willis, and many others of the 
primitive Methodist preachers in America, will never be known 


till the great day of universal judgment. 


His prominent features were, an open, pleasant, smiling counte- 
nance ; he had great fortitude under the shocks incident to mortal 
life ; he possessed great courage, tempered with good conduct ; 
he was cheerful without levity, and sober without sullen sadness, 
or gloomy melancholy. He left bohind him an aged mother, a 
disconsolate widow, and six children ; but well provided for. 


This great man of GOD, extended his labors from New-York 
in the North, to Charleston in the South, and to the western 
waters: In these stations, the name of Willis will be had in vene- 
rable remembrance. He filled the following stations: Roan-Oak * 
in 1779. Mecklenburg 1780. Talbot 1781. Dorset 1782. New- 
Hope 1783. Holston 1784. Yadkin 1785. Sometime in this year 
he went to Charleston. Charleston 1786. New-York 1787 and 
1788. Philadelphia 1789. Located in 1790. Supernumerary in 
Philadelphia 1791, 1792 and 1793. Located again in 1794. Stands 
among the list of Elders only in 1795. Supernumerary in Balti- 
more 1796, 1797, 1798, and 1799. Supernumerary for Frederick 
Circuit in 1800, 1801, and 1802. Supcrnumerary for Frederick- 
Town 1803. Supernumerary for Frederick Circuit 1804. Super- 
numerary withouta station in 1805: Supernumerary for Frederick 
Circuit 1806. Supernumerary without a station 1807, and died 


early in 1808. - 


—>- oe 


. 


‘4. Richard Swain, a native of Jersey. In the eariy part of 
his life, he possessed quick and solid parts: he was pleasaft, and 
sometimes used innocent strokes of wit, both in preaching and con- 
versation. In the last years of his life, he endured great affliction : 
Heé was dying for near five years, in which time his labors were 
measurably, and sometimes altogether cut off from the Church. 


We do not recollect, that there ever was any charge brought 
against him in the Conference ; where the characters of all the 
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travelling preachers are annually examined. The different sta- 
tions he filled, will in some degree, shew the extent of his ministe- 
rial labors. One part of his Christian life was spent in doing, and 
the other in suffering the will of GOD. 


He had his usefulness in the ministry, and deserved highly of 
his brethren. He travelled in the extreme parts of the work ;_be- 
foe things were made ready to his hands, and bore a part of the 
burden and heat of the day. 


We trust that he was made perfect through sufferings, and tri+ 
umphant in death. And possibly, it requires more faith and for- 
titude to wear out in a confirmed affliction, and state of depend- 
ence, than to go through the most extreme labor and sufferings in 
the field of action: It must be exceedingly painful for a person ac- 
customed to extensive travelling, to be bound and fettered by af- 
fliction, as a prisoner of Divine Providence ; and in a great degree 
cut off from the service of GOD, his worship, and all Christian 
feliowship; not only as a minister, but as amember of society. Thus 
soime souls are tried in the furnace of affliction; Deep calleth un- 
to deep! The raging billows go over them; but they will soon 
reach the peaceful shore ; gain their haven ; the rest of the weary 
and afflicted ; the palace of Angels and GOD; where, with new 
powers, they will see the rising glory, and sing forever the praise 
of Jesus, their Lord! 7 


O! what are all my sufl’rings here, 
If, Lord, thou count me meet ; 

With that enraptu:’d host tappear, 
And worship at thy feet. 


He filled the following stations, (viz.)}—Trenton 1789. Flan- 
ders 1790 and 1791. Middletown Circuit in Connecticut 1792. 
New-London 1793. Salem in Jersey 1794. Burlington 1795. 
Freehold 1796. Trenton 1797. Freehold 1798. Salem 1799 and 
1800, Bethel 1801. Cape May 1802. Salem 1803. Supernume- 
rary in 1804, 1805, 1806, and 1807. And died at the house of 
his brother, Nathan Swain, in confident peace, triumphant faith, 
and smiles of a present GOD, on the 17th of January, 1808. 
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THE SCRIPTURE METHOD OF ATTAINING PU- 
RITY OF HEART AND CONSTANT UNION 
WITH GOD. 

EVERY Sinner, who turns from Darkness to Light, and from 
the power of Satan unto Gop, receives through faith in Christ, the 
forgiveness of sins. He is adopted into the family of Heaven, and 
has a title to all the great and precious promises and privileges of 
thg Gospel. So long as he continues to walk in the Light, as 

Christ is in the Light, he enjoys a comfortable sense of the divine 

Peace and Favour ; and the bent of his soul is to be holy in all out- 

ward conversation, and inwardly free from every impure affection, 

and unreasonable appetite and temper. This is the experience of 
every child of God. But alas, how many depart from their first 
love ; and lose not only their desires for full conformity to the 
mind of Christ, but likewise the witness of their justification and 
adoption. When this is the case, it is no wonder if the Enemy 
furnishes them with ten thousand arguments against holiness, and 
ten thousand pleas in favour of indwelling sin. - They are embar- 
rassed in a thorny labyrinth ; the further they wander from the 

Truth, the greater their perplexities and temptations. Some- 

times they turn again to the Lorp, and he encourages them with 

gracious promises, and the softening influences of his holy Spirit : 
but they are apt to mistake these divine drawings for the complete 

Liberty of God’s people ; and as their comfort is soon interrupt- 

ed by satannic suggestions, andthe motions of unmortified cor- 

ruptions; they console themselves by endeavouring to bring down 
the Scripture standard of Christian experience to that of their 
own. ‘Too often they pervert the true sense of Scripture, and 
wrest many passages from their proper meaning and design, 
When they are overcome by sudden paroxysms of anger, and in- 
temperate zeal, they produce the case of Peter, in his rash con- 
duct towards the Servant of the High Priest ; but generally they 
shelter themselves under the standard of Solomon, during his sad 
apostasy ; or that of David, when he was plunged into the depth 
of horrible wickedness. But as every deviation from the right 
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way is attended with unhappiness, and as thcy are not willing to 
acknowledge themselves unconverted, they reluctantly yield, to 
be “ carnal, sold under sin!” and are content to cry out, “O 
wretched man that I am; who shall deliver “* me from the boty 
of this death?” The description which the Apostle gives in the 
7th of the Romans, of an unregenerate Jew, and which was his 
own experience before he was brought to the knowledge of Christ, 
they grossly mistake for the character of a child of God under the 
Gospel. This mistake is attended with fatal consequences not 
only to many backsliders, but also to persons whoare halfeawaken- 
ed. Too often they rest in darkness, bondage, and wretchedness, 
and yet esteem themselves the regenerate children of Gop! 

But as the Almighty can take no pleasure in the misery of pen- 
itent sinners, his good Spirit will both enlighten and strengthen 
them, if they will only be obedient to the Gospel. He will bring 
them out of the horrible pit, and revive them with the joyous 
manifestations of his love and favour. And if they continue to 
yield up themselves to the teachings of the holy Spirit, he will lead 
them into all Truth; he will discover unto them the Nature, the 
Importance, and the Blessedness of Purity of Heart ; and he will 
strengthen them to seek and obtain that glorious privilege of his 
children. Our Lorp says, “ He that hath my commandments, 
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me ; and he that loveth me, 
shall be loved of my Farner, and I will love him, and will mani- 
f 5¢ myself unto him.” And again: “ Ifa man love me, he will 
keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him.” John xiv. 21,—23. 

If therefore, we desire to attain and enjoy that Purity and Fel- 
lowship which the Gospel proposes, we must embrace every op- 
portunity for solemn prayer and meditation, keeping the door of 
our senses shut against all vanity, and our reason and understand- 
ing closed to all images and impressions from passing objects ; 
the affections must be disengaged from earthly attachments, and 
anxious care for the things of this life. Having thus collected 
together the powers of the Soul, they must be turned towards the 
Sovereign and only Goop, and center there. We must consign 
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ourselves to Gop, in an entire resignation to his holy Will, keep- 
ing our mental eye upon him, and receiving every blessing as 
coming from his immediate hand.. And even when we have not 
such a sight of the Glory of Gop, as transforms our souls into the 
Image of Christ, we must not rest satisfied with this deprivation ; 
but re-assemble all our inward strength, in order to seek after 
Gop, even though it should be a hundred times in a day. This 
is that work of Faith which we must iearn, and although it is pain- 
ful and difficult at first, yet through the divine assistance, it will 
become habitual, and then we shall find it easier to stay our souls 
on Gop, than it was before to be dissipated and scattered among 
a multitude of objects. 


The soul of man is placed between time and eternity; if it 
turns towards the things of time, it forgets in some degree, eter- 
nity ; and then the concerns of eternity appear litle and at a dis- 
tance ; as an object of the greatest magnitude appears small when 
we behold it afar off. In this world the body is in its own country, 
surrounded with natural conveniences, which are its friends, and 
by whom it is continually served, as food and raiment, and all ter- 
restrial things. But the soul is here, as in a prison, its friends 
have their residence in Heaven. Wherefore the body must be 
kept under, and its appetites brought into due subordina ion by 
mortification, through watching and prayer. If we desire the at- 
tainment of a pure and divine life, let us dispose ourselves as 
though we were to die each moment. _ Le us imagine our souls 
are already separated from the body, and united to Gop for all 
eternity. This will shew the emptiness of lower things. Endea- 
vour, by the exertion of our superior faculties, to remain always 
with Gop, whilst with the inferior we submit to the necessary 
employments of this life, sinking into our own proper nothingness 
in profound humility ; and using temporal things only from ne- 
cessity, and with the view, that they may lead us to that happy 
eternity, which should be the end we propose in every thing we do, 


Shun needless employments and conversation, and every attach- 
ment to the creatures that would interrupt our union with Gop. 
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This is an affair that requires great attention. We shall frequent- - 
ly i.xperience disappointment, if not falsehood and unfaiihfulness, 
even in those from whom we expected to receive much comfort. 
If we really desire to make a progress in the Christian Life, con- 
tract no familiarity with those who do not fear God. Make short 
work with all such connections ; answer them with kindness, ina 
few words; and if this behaviour cause some to be offended, and 
speak evil of us, let us endeavour, through Grace, to bear it with- 
out fretfulness or murmuring. It is better to have God for our 
Friend, and Protector agair.s: all men, than to have all the crea- 
tures on our side, and God, on that account, to be against us. 


Keep the outward man in tranquility, and the inward in purity ; 
for purity and innocency afford more real knowledge and useful 
wisdom, than great learning and intense study. If disagreeable 
accidents happen, or afflicting dispensations, be not anxious to 
come out of trouble. For he who mekes haste to get from uoder 
trouble, will not find that succour and support which he expects. 
“ Let the dead bury their dead.” But if we faithfully trust in the 
Lord, he will provide all that is necessary for us. | 


If we desire the perfect Union with God, which his children 
are capable of enjoying through Christ, we must cast away all car- 
nal cares, and sensual delights. If we expect that God will take 
up his constant residence in our hearts, they must first be emptied 
of all unbelief, and evil reasonings ; for these things afford shelter 
both to satannic temptations, and tempers. Keep that armour 
bright, by constant exercise, wich is, “* mighty through God, to 
the pulling down of strong holds, casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought (or faculty of the mind) 
to the obedience of Christ.” 


Be not careful what derision and scorn we may meet with ; or 
what persecution we may suffer. But preserve in simplicity, the 
presence of God in the heart. And if at any time there is reason 
to apprehend that we have lost the divine presence, all the powers 
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of the soul must be united, and all our strength exerted, to re- 
move the obstacles, in order to prepare the. way for the heavenly 
influences to returh again into the soul. Those who are espoused 
to Christ, ought rather to suffer death, than voluntarily do any 
thing which may displease him. As often as a man turns his 
heart towards God in humble confidence, so often, though some- 
times insensibly, does he receive through the assistance of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, a fresh supply of Grace. Do not lose time in running 
hither and thither, in complaining of this or the other hardship, in 
making piteous outcries on account of the difficulties occurring in 
the christian warfare. This, indeed, is the manner of some pro- 
fessors, but in general, they have little good in them. Their in- 
tention is to excite the compassion of their brethren, and they have 
their reward. But let them not expect much pity from God, until 
they cheerfully take up their cross, put on the whole armour of 
righteousness and manfully fight the good fight of Faith. This is 
the scriptural path of salvation ; and it is so plain, that a way-fa- 
ring man, though a fool, need not err therein. It is a most desi- 
rable Blessing, to have our garments washed and made white in 
the Blood of the Lamb ; to be cleansed from every spot of guilt, 
and thoroughly purified, both in heart and life, from all filthiness 
and roots of bitterness ; so that we may “ increase and abound 
in love one towards another, and towards all men ;—and have our 
hearts established unblameable in holiness before God,” 1 Thess. 
iii, 12. 13. This is the glorious Privilege of true Believers, and 
they have, through Christ, as sure a Right to it, as to the light of 
the day: Let them, therefore, assert their claim, defend their right, 
and lay hold upon all the Blessings of the Covenant of Grace. 
To be weak, is to be miserable. The people of Israel would never 
have been terrified and destroyed by vile reptiles, if they had not 
made themselves more vile, by their cowardly fears, and base mur- 
murings: first they suffered themselves to be discouraged because 
of the difficulties in the way ; then they entertained hard thoughts 
against God. The punishment that followed was just and righte- 
ous. These things were written for examples to us, 1 Cor. x. 1. 
Let us, therefore, be strong in faith, giving glory to God. 
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CENSUS OF METHODISTS IN THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, 
Taken from the Minutes of the Annual Conferences for the year 4808. 


Whites. Colored. 
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EXHORTING SINNERS. 


AWAKE! obey Jenovan’s Call, 
Thou wretched,—.in deluded worm ! 
Ere thy frail Tabernacle fall, 


Beat down by an eternal storm : 
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Awake, before thou lift thine eyes 
Tn Hell, with unavailing cries! 


Awake, to Righteousness awake, 
Wich Mary seek the Crucified ; 

With Lot es ape the burning Lake, 
That yawning Tophet, large and v7.7; 
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Region of everlasting night, 
Invisible to mortal sight. 


Abyss of complicated woes, 
Receptacle of sad despair, 

Where a tempéstuous whirlwind blows 
And blasts the deathless Rebels there, 
Scorch’d with an unextinguish’d flame, 

Amid the dire sulphureous stream. 


Sinner, escape that second Death, 
Before the fire its victims seize ; 
Fly from the vengeance of that breath 
Which kindled first the furious blaze, 
When the rebellious host was driven, 
With flaming thunder-bolts from Heaven. 


Wisely on Earth your Time redeem, 

The day’s at hand ;—far spent the night ;— 
Preposterous men, who fondly seem 

By force to’ invade Abaddon’s right ; 
Ye court your bane, reject your care, 
Resolv’d to make Damnation sure ! 


As if ye long’d for endless pains, 
To dwell with Daemons in the frre ; 
As ifin love with Death and Chains, 
To gratify your hearts desire ; 
H-aven’s richest gifts ve trample down 
Refuse the Cross, and spurn the Crown. 


Hurried away by headstrong Will, 

Gop’s Grace disdaining to implore, 
Madly ye rush thro’ every ill, 

But know, when Life’s short Race is o’er 
On you will break Wrath’s bursting flood, 
The Wrath of an avenging Gop! 
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Behold, where howling victims lie, 
They bite their tongues, and gnash their teeth ; 
The gnawing Worn, that cannot die, 
Inflicts an everlasting Death : 
Each darling Sin distraction brings, 
And Conscience, like an adder, stings. 


TheirPridé, unmortified by Grace, 

And Lust, unquench’d in Jesu’s Blood, 
Allow them not a moment’s space, 

Like ravening wolves bereav’d of food, 
Fhe wretched captives howl and mourn, 
And curse the hour that they were born. 


There—parch’d with thirst their burning tongues 
Invoke one cooling Drop in vain ; 

No gleam of Hope to them belongs, 
No mitigation of their pain ; 

No period of their misery 

Thro’ vast, vast, vatt—ETernity ! 


Infatuated souls, awake ! 

Your fierce Damnation slumbers not : 
Avmicuty Gop, for Jesu’s sake, 

That Lams, once offered without Spot, 
Rouse them from Sleep,—insensible 
On the tremendous brink of Heil! 


Before the brittle thread is broke, 
Before the Day of Grace is past, 
Touch and dissolve the flinty rock, 
Extort the Mourner’s cry at last, 
*¢ Where shall we fly? What shall be done,— 
“* That everlasting Deatu to shun !” 





